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Lake Jackson, 

Tallahassee-Gulf of Mexico 



Tallahassee Rainfall 
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Cumulative Departure  

From Mean (1948-2004) 
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Not Navigable ï 4% of the time 

Prior to the 1999 drawdown 

Navigable 

Navigable 

Lake Jackson Water 

Levels (1950-2005) 

High 
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Lake Jackson & Watershed 

ÂBasin:  43 Sq Mi 

ÂLake Area:  6.5 Sq Mi 

ÂClosed Basin:  Water 
level controlled by: 

ïDirect rainfall 

ïSurface run-off 

ïShallow aquifers 
seepage 

ïEvaporation 

ïLoss to deeper 
aquifer 



Famous for Bass Fishing 

1995 



Sink Hole History ï 1950s 

Â1957:  Lime sink opened 

ÂSeptember 1982:  Porter Hole #1 opened, 

plugged itself 

ÂSeptember 1999:  Porter Hole #2 opened 

and stayed opened until 2005 

ÂSummer 2007: Porter Hole #1 reopened 





Beginning of Drawdown  

Fall 1999 



Sink Hole Draining Lake  



Perched Lake  

Lake Jackson ï Without Sink Hole 



Perched Lake 

Lake Jackson ï With Sink Hole 



Diagram of Porter Hole Sink 

Courtesy of Florida Geological Survey 



Fall 1999 



Cross Section of Soil Eroded into Sink Hole 

2005 



Direct Funding 

ÂDirect funding for the restoration: 

ïLeon County:  $4,460,250 

ïFlorida Legislature:  $2,650,000 

ïNorthwest Florida WMD - $500,000 

ïFlorida FWCC- $396,633 

ïFlorida DEP - $250,000 

ÂIn addition to the direct funding, the project 
partners provided substantial staffing and 
services 



Sediment Scraping 

2001 



North Towards Brill Point 

August 2007 


